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PALM BEACH COUNTY 
OROIHANCE MO. 91-20 


ORDINANCE OF THE BOARD OF COUNTY COMMIS¬ 
SIONERS OF PALM BEACH COUNTY, FLORIDA, TO 
BE KNOWN AS THE PALM BEACH COUNTY TRAUMA 
ORDINANCE, PROVIDING FOR: SHORT TITLE? 
AUTHORITY AND PURPOSE? DEFINITIONS? 
CATCHMENT AREAS FOR TRAUMA CENTERS? BY¬ 
PASS PROTOCOLS? TRAUMA TREATMENT AND 
TRANSPORTATION PROTOCOLS? PATIENT TRANS¬ 
FER? MEDICAL DIRECTION; DATA COLLECTION 
AND QUALITY ASSESSMENT REVIEW? ADMINIS¬ 
TRATIVE REVIEW; PROCESS FOR THE INVESTI¬ 
GATION OF COMPLAINTS? CORRECTIVE ACTION? 
PENALTIES? INCLUSION IN CODE; APPLICABIL¬ 
ITY? REPEAL OF LAWS IN CONFLICT? 
SEVERABILITY; AND EFFECTIVE DATE. 


WHEREAS, the Board of County Commissioners of Palm 
Beach County, Florida, is responsible for the health, safety, 
and welfare of its residents and visitors; and 

WHEREAS, the State of Florida, under Chapters 395 
and 401 of the Florida Statutes provides for the promulgation 
of rules and regulations to promote health, safety, and wel¬ 
fare for residents and visitors; and 

WHEREAS, the purpose of this Ordinance is to estab¬ 
lish criteria and standards for the trauma care system, 
prehospital care and transportation of residents and visitors 
needing emergency trauma medical services; 

NOW THEREFORE BE IT ORDAINED BY THE BOARD OF COUNTY 
COMMISSIONERS OF PALM BEACH COUNTY, FLORIDA, that; 


SECTION I 


SHORT TITLE 


This Ordinatnce shall be known and nay be cited as 
the "Pain Beach County Trauma Ordinance." 

SECTION II. AUTHORITY AND PURPOSE 

This Ordinance is promulgated pursuant to Chapters 
125/ 162/ 395/ and 401/ Florida Statutes. The purpose of 

this Ordinance is to promote the health/ safety/ and welfare 
of anyone in Palm Beach County who sustains a severe trau¬ 
matic injury and who is in need of prompt and definitive 
trauma medical services. 

SECTION III. DEFINITIONS 

A. ADMINISTRATOR means the executive director of the 
Health Care DISTRICT or designee. 

B. AGENCY means the Trauma Management Agency which has 
been designated by the BOARD/ pursuant to the TRAUMA IMPLE¬ 
MENTATION PLAN/ to administer and operate the Palm Beach 
County TRAUMA SYSTEM. The AGENCY is responsible for develop¬ 
ing a local TRAUMA IMPLEMENTATION PLAN that is approved by 
the BOARD and the DEPARTMENT. 

C. BOARD means the Board of County Commissioners of 
Palm Beach County. 

D. BYPASS means the transport of a MAJOR TRAUMA PA¬ 
TIENT to a HOSPITAL other than a TRAUMA CENTER. 


E. BYPASS PROTOCOLS means the criteria and procedures 
which govern situations where a MAJOR TRAUMA PATIENT is 
taken to a HOSPITAL other than the CATCHMENT AREA'S TRAUMA 
CENTER. 

F. CATCHMENT AREA means a geographically defined area 
within which a TRAUMA CENTER will provide trauma services. 

G. DEPARTMENT means the State of Florida Department of 
Health and Rehabilitative Services. 

H. DISTRICT means the Palm Beach County Health Care 
DISTRICT, created by Chapter 87-450, as cunended by Chapter 
88-460 of the Laws of Florida. The Health Care DISTRICT is 
the entity designated by the BOARD, pursuant to the TRAUMA 
IMPLEMENTATION PLAN, to administer the TRAUMA SYSTEM and is 
the AGENCY. 

I. EMS COUNCIL means the Emergency Medical Services 
Advisory Council, an advisory agency appointed by the BOARD, 
pursuant to Palm Beach County Resolution 73-162 which estab¬ 
lished the EMS COUNCIL as amended by Resolution 90-549, to 
advise the BOARD on all matters relating to emergency 
medical services. 

J. EMS DIVISION means the agency, within the Depart¬ 
ment of Public Safety of Palm Beach County, which is respon¬ 
sible for regulating and monitoring the PREHOSPITAL SERVICE 
PROVIDERS and administering MEDCOM. 

K. ENFORCEMENT TRAUMA BOARD means a board that is 
empowered to review and rule on appeals of de¬ 
cisions, corrective actions, and/or penalties imposed 
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against TRAUMA CARE PROVIDERS by the ADMINISTRATOR. 

L. HOSPITAL means an acute care facility in Palm Beach 
County licensed puxsuamt to Chapter 395, Florida Statutes, 
that is not a TRAUMA CENTER, but which meets the criteria of 
Chapter 401, Florida Statutes, and lOD-66, Florida Adminis¬ 
trative Code, TRAUMA ALERT patients. 

M. MAJOR TRAUMA PATIENT means any person who has in¬ 
curred a single or multisystem physical injury or wound due 
to external force, violence, or burns, and whose injury se¬ 
verity meets the TRAUMA SCORECARD METHODOLOGY criteria and 
who is in immediate need of trauma services and requirements 
as specified in lOD-66.102, Florida Administrative Code, and 
in the RULES AND REGULATIONS. 

N. MEDCOM means the centralized emergency medical com¬ 
munication system, administered by the EMS DIVISION, which 
provides and coordinates medical communications between 
prehospital and hospital service providers. 

O. MEDICAL DIRECTION means the performance of profes¬ 
sional medical duties in supervising and assuming direct re¬ 
sponsibility for the medical performance of prehospital or 
hospital-based trauma medical personnel by licensed physi¬ 
cians as required by Chapters 395 and 401, Florida Statutes. 

P. ON-LINE MEDICAL CONTROL means 24-hour-a-day radio 
or telephone availability of MEDICAL DIRECTION given by phy¬ 
sicians to paramedics and emergency medical technicians of 
the PREHOSPITAL SERVICE PROVIDERS. 
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Q. PALM BEACH COUNTY PREHOSPITAL MEDICAL DIRECTORS FO¬ 
RUM means the professional organization composed of county 
PREHOSPITAL SERVICE PROVIDERS medical directors. 

R. PREHOSPITAL SERVICE PROVIDER means any entity that 
is licensed by the State of Florida and possesses a valid 
Certificate of Public Convenience and Necessity issued by the 
BOARD pursuant to Palm Beach County Ordinance 87-27. 

S. RULES AND REGULATIONS means those RULES AND REGULA¬ 
TIONS attached hereto as Exhibit A and made a part hereof by 
reference to implement the provisions of this Ordinance. 

T. TRANSFER AGREEMENT means a written agreement be¬ 
tween a HOSPITAL and a TRAUMA CBHTBR as required by DEPART¬ 
MENT Pamphlet HRSP 150-9 and which has been authorized by the 
AGENCY and DISTRICT. 

U. TRAUMA ALERT means the notification to a TRAUMA 
CENTER or HOSPITAL through MEDCOM, by a TRAUMA CARE PRO¬ 
VIDER, that a MAJOR TRAUMA PATIENT has been identified. 

V. TRAUMA CARE PROVIDERS means any of the providers of 
trauma care in the TRAUMA SYSTEM including PREHOSPITAL SER¬ 
VICE PROVIDERS, TRAUMA CENTERS, HOSPITALS, reheUailitation 
centers, and subspecialty hospital personnel. 

W. TRAUMA CENTER means a facility that is in compli¬ 
ance with DEPARTMENT Pamphlet HRSP 150-9 and has been issued 
a Certificate of Verification as a state-sponsored or provi¬ 
sional TRAUMA CENTER by the State of Florida. 

X. TRAUMA IMPLEMENTATION PLAN means the document 
developed by the AGENCY in accordance with lOD-66.105, 
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Florida Administrative Code, and approved by the DISTRICT and 
the BOARD, which defines the utilization of personnel, fa¬ 
cilities, and eqni p a e nt for the purpose of providing effec¬ 
tive and coordinated trauma medical services. 

Y. TRAUMA MEDICAL ADVISORY COMMITTEE or TMAC 
means the multidisciplinary committee to be established by 
the AGENCY which is responsible for developing, evaluating, 
and reviewing the TRAUMA SYSTEM QUALITY ASSESSMENT PRO¬ 
GRAM. 

Z. TRAUMA REGISTRY means a systemwide database which 
documents and integrates medical and system information re¬ 
lated to the provision of trauma care. The TRAUMA REGISTRY 
requirements for TRAUMA CARE PROVIDERS are set forth in the 
RULES AND REGULATIONS and lOD-66, Florida Administrative 
Code. 

AA. TRAUMA SCORECARD METHODOLOGY means the criteria used 
by each PREHOSPITAL SERVICE PROVIDER to assess the injury se¬ 
verity of any injured person as defined in lOD-66.102, 
Florida Administrative Code, and the RULES AND REGULATIONS. 

BB. TRAUMA SYSTEM means the organization and utilization 
of trauma medical services, personnel, facilities and equip¬ 
ment in a defined geographical area which is planned and op¬ 
erated by the AGENCY in accordance with Chapters 395 and 401, 
Florida Statutes, and the TRAUMA IMPLEMENTATION PLAN. 

CC. TRAUMA SYSTEM MEDICAL DIRECTOR means the medical di¬ 
rector employed by the DISTRICT to provide MEDICAL DIRECTION 
for the TRAUMA SYSTEM. 
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DD. TRAUMA SYSTEM QUALITY ASSESSMENT PROGRAM means the 
program designed to objectively and systematically evaluate 
and monitor the effectiveness and appropriateness of services 


rendered by TRAUMA CARE PROVIDERS. 

EE. TRAUMA TEAM means the initial trauma management 
group of medical, nursing, and paramedical trauma management 
as defined in DEPARTMENT Verification Standard Six of Pam¬ 
phlet HRSP 150-9. 

Fr’. TRAUMA TEAM LEADER means the on-duty trauma surgeon 
at a TRAUMA CENTER. 

GG. TRAUMA TREATMENT AND TRANSPORTATION PROTOCOLS means 
countywide standards as established by this Ordinance in the 
RULES AND REGULATIONS and those specified in Chapter 401, 
Florida Statutes, regulating the treatment and transportation 
of MAJOR TRAUMA PATIENTS that meet the TRAUMA SCORECARD METH¬ 
ODOLOGY criteria. 
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SECTION IV. 


CATCHMENT AREAS FOR TRAUMA CENTERS 


A. Each TRAUMA CENTER shall have a geographically de¬ 
fined CATCHMENT AREA. The CATCHMENT AREAS shall be estab¬ 
lished by the AGENCY in accordance with the following crite¬ 
ria: 

1. Anticipated number and location of 
MAJOR TRAUMA PATIENTS; 

2. Average transportation times to 
reach the TRAUMA CENTER; 

3. Number and type of medical 
facilities available to treat 
MAJOR TRAUMA PATIENTS within 
the CATCHMENT AREA; 

4. Consideration of municipal 
boundaries; 

5. Transportation barriers; 

6. Such other relevant factors as 
determined by the AGENCY. 


B. The EMS COUNCIL and/or the TMAC may provide the 
AGENCY with recommendations regarding CATCHMENT AREA bound¬ 
aries. These recommendations will be forwarded to the AGENCY 
for adoption and will be submitted to the BOARD for receive 
and file 


C. All PREHOSPITAL PROVIDER SERVICES delivering emer¬ 
gency services within a CATCHMENT AREA shall transport or be 
directed to transport all MAJOR TRAUMA PATIENTS to the 
CATCHMENT AREAS designated TRAUMA CENTER, unless the TRAUMA 
CENTER is on BYPASS. 


SECTION V. BYPASS PROTOCOLS 


A. BYPASS PROTOCOLS shall be established by the TRAUMA 
MANAGEMENT AGENCY to decrease or eliminate the episodic over¬ 
loading of a TRAUMA CENTER and by permitting a PREHOSPITAL 
SERVICE PROVIDER to deliver MAJOR TRAUMA PATIENTS to hospi¬ 
tals other than TRAUMA CENTERS. BYPASS PROTOCOLS shall be 
set forth in the RULES AND REGULATIONS and shall be estaJa- 
lished in accordance with the following criteria: 


1. The number of HOSPITALS within 
the CATCHMENT AREA; 

2. The number and licensed capability 
of hospitals other than TRAUMA 
CENTERS in the CATCHMENT AREA; 

3. The availability of appropriate 
trauma service beds within each 
non-trauma center HOSPITAL; 

4. The number of personnel and each 
person's level of trauma training 
required for treating MAJOR TRAUMA 
PATIENTS within each non-trauma 
center HOSPITAL; 

5. The type of equipment required at 
each non-trauma center HOSPITAL 
for treating MAJOR TRAUMA PATIENTS; 

6. The duration of the BYPASS status; 

7. Such other relevant factors as 
determined the AGENCY. 


B. The TRAUMA TEAM LEADER in each TRAUMA CENTER shall 
determine a TRAUMA CENTER'S BYPASS status. Whenever a TRAUMA 
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CENTER is on BYPASS status, the TRAUMA TEAM LEADER shall; 

1. Inform the TRAUMA CENTER hosp¬ 
ital administration that BYPASS 
has been instituted; 

2. Inform all other TRAUMA CENTERS 
in the county and HOSPITALS in 
their catchment area; 


3. Document the initiation of BYPASS 
on forms prescribed by the AGENCY. 

C. The TRAUMA CENTER shall notify the PREHOSPITAL SER¬ 
VICE PROVIDER of the BYPASS status at the time of each TRAUMA 
ALERT and may request assistance from MEDCOM in said notifi¬ 
cation. 

D. During the period of time that all TRAUMA CENTERS 
are on BYPASS status, the PREHOSPITAL SERVICE PROVIDERS shall 
transport or cause to be transported MAJOR TRAUMA PATIENTS to 
an appropriate HOSPITAL in accordance with approved TRAUMA 
TREATMENT AND TRANSPORTATION PROTOCOLS. 

E. The TMAC and/or the EMS COUNCIL may make recommen¬ 
dations to the AGENCY regarding BYPASS PROTOCOLS and define 
the type of patient(s) affected by the protocols. The recom¬ 
mendations of the AGENCY shall be submitted to the DISTRICT 
which may then submit its recommendations to the BOARD for 
consideration for adoption in the RULES AND REGULATIONS. 
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SECTION VI. TRAU14A TREATMENT AND TRANSPORTATION PROTOCOLS 

A. Every PREHOSPITAL SERVICE PROVIDER shall transport 
or cause to be transported each MAJOR TRAUMA PATIENT. The 
criteria used to determine the transportation of the MAJOR 
TRAUMA PATIENT to a TRAUMA CENTER shall be set forth in the 
RULES AND REGULATIONS in accordance with the following crite¬ 
ria: 

1. The TRAUMA SCORECARD METHODOLOGY; 

2. The TRAUMA CENTER'S BYPASS status; 

3. The availability of appropriate 

ground or aeromedical transportation. 

B. The PALM BEACH COUNTY PREHOSPITAL MEDICAL DIRECTORS 
FORUM may develop TRAUMA TREATMENT AND TRANSPORTATION PROTO¬ 
COLS for submission to the AGENCY^ TMAC and/or EMS COUNCIL 
for review and submittal to the DISTRICT which niay submit its 
recommendations to the BOARD for consideration for adoption 
in the RULES AND REGULATIONS. 

C. Any situation not described in the TRAUMA TREATMENT 
AND TRANSPORTATION protocols shall be administered through 
ON-LINE MEDICAL CONTROL. 
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SECTION VII. 


PATIENT TRANSFER 


A. All HOSPITALS shall have written TRANSFER AGREE¬ 
MENTS with the TRADMA CENTERS. All agreements shall be sub¬ 
mitted to the AGENCY and the DISTRICT for review and approval 
prior to the execution of the agreements. 


B. TRAUMA CENTERS and HOSPITALS shall develop transfer 
protocols for MAJOR TRAUMA PATIENTS and shall submit the pro¬ 
tocols to the AGENCY for review and approval prior to imple¬ 
mentation of the protocol. 

C. Any HOSPITAL trauma patient that meets the criteria 
for a transfer to a TRAUMA CENTER will be considered a MAJOR 
TRAUMA PATIENT and afforded the saune priority of transporta¬ 
tion as prehospital scene MAJOR TRAUMA PATIENTS. 

D. The TRAUMA CENTERS shall establish written trauma 
patient TRANSFER AGREEMENTS with hospitals that can provide 
an advanced level of any specialized service not available at 
the TRAUMA CENTER. All agreements shall be forwarded to the 
AGENCY and the DISTRICT for review and approval prior to the 
execution of the agreements. 

E. The AGENCY shall establish minimum requirements for 
inclusion in patient TRANSFER AGREEMENTS. 
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SECTIOH VIII. MEDICAL DIRECTION 


A. The AGEHCY shall annually contract with a State of 
Florida licensed physician to provide the AGENCY with TRAUMA 
SYSTEM guidance, direction, and evaluation, and to provide 
coordination with the medical community in the implementation 
of the TRAUMA SYSTEM. The contracted physician shall be 
titled "TRAUMA SYSTEM MEDICAL DIRECTOR." 

B. The PALM BEACH COUNTY PREHOSPITAL MEDICAL DIRECTORS 
FORUM may develop and submit recommendations regarding 
prehospital quality assessment criteria and TRAUMA SYSTEM 
quality assessment criteria for review and comment to the 
TRAUMA SYSTEM MEDICAL DIRECTOR and/or the EMS CODHCIL. Qual¬ 
ity assessment criteria which has been approved by the TRAUMA 
SYSTEM MEDICAL DIRECTOR and/or EMS COUNCIL shall be forwarded 
to the AGENCY and the DISTRICT for review and approval. The 
recommendations of the DISTRICT shall be submitted to the 
BOARD for adoption in the RULES AND REGULATIONS. 

C. MEDICAL DIRECTION for the treatment of MAJOR TRAUMA 
PATIENTS may be provided by the PREHOSPITAL SERVICE PRO¬ 
VIDER'S medical director or by the TRAUMA TEAM leader at the 
receiving TRAUMA CENTER in accordance with the TRAUMA TREAT¬ 
MENT AND TRANSPORTATION PROTOCOLS set forth in the RULES AND 
REGULATIONS. 
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SECTION IZ. DATA COLLECTION AND QUALITY ASSESSMENT REVIEW 

A. The AGENCY shall establish and maintain a Trauma 
System Data Collection System. At a minimum, the system 
shall collect, integrate and coordinate the TRAUMA SYSTEM 
QUALITY ASSESSMENT and TRAUMA REGISTRY programs. All TRAUMA 
CARE PROVIDERS within the county shall submit to the AGENCY 
the registry and data collection elements set forth in Chap¬ 
ter 401, Florida Statutes; this Ordinance and the RULES AND 
REGULATIONS. The AGENCY shall organize and provide the 
quality assessment data to the TMAC. 

B. PREHOSPITAL SERVICE PROVIDERS shall provide TRAUMA 
REGISTRY data to the EMS DIVISION. TRAUMA REGISTRY data of 
the PREHOSPITAL SERVICE PROVIDERS shall be forwarded to the 
AGENCY by the EMS DIVISION. TRAUMA REGISTRY data of the 
PREHOSPITAL SERVICE PROVIDERS shall be submitted to the EMS 
DIVISION on a monthly basis and show the previous month's 
data. The data shall include, but is not limited to: 

1. Service utilization; 

2. Response time evaluation; 

3. Location of calls; 

4. Trauma patient assessment and 
treatment rendered; 

5. Patient outcome evaluation; 

6. As required by Chapters 395 and 
401, Florida Statutes; 
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7. As set forth in the RULES AND 
REGULATIONS; 

8. As requested by the AGENCY. 


C. TRAUMA CENTERS shall provide to the AGENCY TRAUMA 
REGISTRY and QUALITY ASSESSMENT data which shall be submitted 


pursuant to the requirements this Ordinance and the RULES AND 
REGULATIONS. TRAUMA CENTER trauma data shall include the 


following: 

1. TRAUMA TEAM response time; 

2. Trauma patient demographics; 

3. Trauma patient admission data 
and physiological status; 

4. Diagnostic and procedure data; 

5. Physician/TRAUMA TEAM utilization; 

6. Patient discharge and outcome data; 

7. As required by Chapters 395 and 
• 401, Florida Statutes; 

8. As required by the AGENCY 


D. HOSPITALS shall provide to the AGENCY information 
including, but not limited to, the information mandated by 
Chapter 395, Florida Statutes, and the RULES AND REGULATIONS. 


E. The EMS DIVISION will organize and provide 
PREHOSPITAL SERVICE PROVIDER data to the AGENCY for use by 
TMAC in the TRAUMA SYSTEM QUALITY ASSESSMENT PROGRAM and 
shall provide assistance for the progreun as requested by the 
TMAC. 
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SECTION X. ADMINISTRATIVE REVIEK 


A. The AGENCY and TRAUMA SYSTEM MEDICAL DIRECTOR 
shall be responsible for aionitoring the TRAUMA CARE 
PROVIDERS' compliance with this Ordinance. 

B. Upon request of the AGENCY or the TRAUMA SYSTEM 
MEDICAL DIRECTOR/ immediate access to the trauma facilities 
of the TRAUMA CARE PROVIDER shall be provided. TRAUMA CARE 
PROVIDER records of any trauma patients shall be accessible 
during normal business hours. 


SECTION XI. PROCESS FOR THE INVESTIGATION OF COMPLAINTS 

A. The ADMINISTRATOR shall have the authority to 
receive and investigate all written complaints and alleged 
violations of this Ordinance including the RULES AND REGULA¬ 
TIONS against a TRAUMA CARE PROVIDER. Complaints will be 
forwarded to the TRAUMA CARE PROVIDER within five (5) working 
days. 


B. Complaints against a PREHOSPITAL SERVICE PROVIDER 
shall also be forwarded to the EMS DIVISION for review and, 
if required/ investigation pursuant to Palm Beach County Or¬ 
dinance 87-27. The EMS DIVISION shall notify the ADMINIS- 
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TRATOR of any findings and actions taken by the EMS DIVISION 
as a result of a complaint or investigation, or actions to be 
taken by the EMS DIVISION to secure compliance. 

C. The ADMINISTRATOR shall be provided immediate ac¬ 
cess to the facilities of a TRAUMA CARE PROVIDER for inspec¬ 
tion to assist in said investigation. Records of TRAUMA 
CARE PROVIDERS shall be available for inspection to the AD¬ 
MINISTRATOR during normal business hours to assist in said 
investigation. 

D. If the ADMINISTRATOR determines through the inves¬ 
tigation that there is reasoncible cause to believe a viola¬ 
tion of the Ordinance has occurred, the ADMINISTRATOR shall 
notify the AGENCY and the TRAUMA CARE PROVIDER implicated in 
the alleged violation, in writing, of the investigative con¬ 
clusions . 

E. The notice of violation shall state the viola¬ 
tion (s) and the justification of the ADMINISTRATOR'S conclu¬ 
sions and shall include the following: 

1. A statement of the deficiency or vio¬ 
lation found; 

2. The provision of this ordinance or 
RULES AND REGULATIONS relied upon; 

3. Any corrective action to be taken; 
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The notice of the violation may also 
require the TRAUMA CARE PROVIDER to 
take such other action as the ADMIN¬ 
ISTRATOR deesis appropriate to prevent 
said deficiency or violation from re¬ 
curring. 

5. The period within which the deficiency 
or violation, must be corrected. 

F. The ADMINISTRATOR shall not investigate any com¬ 
plaint whereby the ADMINISTRATOR has a conflict of interest. 
All such complaints will be reviewed by an independent in¬ 
vestigator with appropriate expertise who shall be engaged 
by the AGENCY. Said independent investigator shall have all 
have all the powers, rights, and responsibilities when 
acting pursuant to this section. All references to the "ADM¬ 
INISTRATOR" in this Ordinance and included in the RULES 
AND REGULATIONS shall be deemed to include any such in 
dependent investigator. 

SECTION ZII. CORRECTIVE ACTION 

A. There is hereby created an ENFORCEMENT BOARD which 
shall consist of seven (7) members appointed by the Board of 
County Commissioners. Membership on such ENFORCEMENT BOARD 
shall include whenever possible: a TRAUMA CARE PROVIDER re¬ 
presentative nominated by the EMS COUNCIL; a person with 
medical expertise nominated by DISTRICT; the TRAUMA MEDICAL 
DIRECTOR; an acute care HOSPITAL representative nominated by 
the DISTRICT; an individual nominated by the BOARD; a con¬ 
sumer nominated by the BOARD; and a physician or nurse 
nominated by the DISTRICT. 
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B. The initial appointments to the ENFORCEMENT BOARD 

shall be as follows: 

1. The TRAUMA CARE PROVIDER and the 
person with medical experience 
shall be appointed for a term of 
one (1) year; 

2. The TRAUMA MEDICAL DIRECTOR, the 
acute care HOSPITAL representative 
and the individual selected by the 
BOARD shall be appointed for a term 
of (2) years; 

3. The consumer and the physician or 
nurse shall be appointed for a term 
of (3) years; 

Thereafter, any appointment shall be made for a term of three 
(3) years. Any member may be reappointed to fill any vacancy 
on the ENFORCEMENT BOARD shall be for the remainder of the 
unexpired term of office. Members of the ENFORCEMENT BOARD 
may be removed or suspended for cause. 


C. In the event a violation continues beyond the 
t^e specified by the ADMINISTRATOR for correction, or if the 
violation is irreparable or irreversible in nature, the AD¬ 
MINISTRATOR shall give notice to the alleged violator that an 
ENFORCEMENT BOARD hearing will be conducted. The notice 
shall state the time and place of the hearing, as well as the 
violations which are alleged to occur. 


D. At the hearing the burden of proof shall be on 
the ADMINISTRATOR to show by a preponderance of the evidence 
that a violation does exist. Where proper notice of the 
hearing has been provided to the alleged violator as provided 
herein, a hearing may proceed even in the absence of the al¬ 
leged violator. 


E. Proper notice may be presumed where a notice of 
violation has been mailed to the alleged violator by certi¬ 
fied mail and the alleged violator, his agent or other person 
in the business has accepted the notice, or if a staff person 
of the DISTRICT testifies under oath that he did hand deliver 
the notice to the alleged violator. 
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F. All testimony shall be under oath and recorded. 
The formal rules of evidence shall not apply, but fundamental 
due process should be observed and govern the proceedings. 
Upon determination of the chairperson, who shall be elected 
at the first meeting from among the members of the ENFORCE¬ 
MENT BOARD, irrelevant, immaterial or unduly repetitious 
evidence may be excluded, but all other evidence of a type 
commonly relied upon by reasonably prudent persons in the 
conduct of their affairs shall be admissible, whether or not 
such evidence would be admissible in a trial in the courts of 
the State of Florida. Any part of the evidence may be re¬ 
ceived in written form. 


G. At the conclusion of the hearing, the ENFORCEMENT 
BOARD shall issue findings of fact based on evidence of 
record and conclusions of law, and shall issue an order which 
may include notice that it must be complied with by a 
specified date, and that a fine may be imposed for failure to 
comply by said date. The order of the ENFORCEMENT BOARD shall 
be considered final action. 


SECTION ZIII. PENALTIES 


A. Failure to comply with the provisions of the Ordi¬ 
nance shall cpnstitute a violation of this Ordinance. An ad¬ 
ministrative fine or other corrective actions may be assessed 
against the TRAUMA CARE PROVIDER for violating any provision 
of this Ordinance, or the included RULES AND REGULATIONS. 

B. If a fine is levied, the ^unount of the fine to 

be levied shall be based upon the following factors: 

1. Gravity of the violation; 

2. Action taken to correct violation; 

3. Previous violation (s). 


20 


C, violation of the provisions of this Ordinance 
shall be punished by a fine not to exceed Two Hundred Fifty 
($250.00) Dollars per day for the first violation and a fine 
not to exceed Five Hundred ($500.00) Dollars per day for each 
additional violation. 

In addition to the sanctions contained herein, the provi¬ 
sions of this Ordinance may be enforced by other appropriate 
legal action including, but not limited to, administrative 
action and requests for temporary and permanent injunction 
and criminal prosecution. 

D. It is the intent of this Ordinance to provide ai- 
dinional cumulative remedies. 

E. All monies collected pursuant to this Ordina; 
sh^ll be used for TRAUMA training, trauma injury prevent. . 
pr.grams and other related expenses. On an annual basis, - 
DISTRICT shall submit a report to the BOARD detailing 
amount of monies collected during such period pursuant 
this Ordinance, and the expenses to which it was applied. 

SECTION ZIV. INCLUSION IN CODE 

The provisions of this Ordinance shall become and be 
made a part of the Code of Laws and Ordinances of Palm Beach 
County, Florida. 

The sections of this Ordinance may be renumbered or 
relettered to accomplish such; the word "Ordinance" may be 
changed to "section," "article" or other appropriate word. 
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SECTION XV. APPLICABILITY 

It is hereby provided that this Ordinance shall consti¬ 
tute a uniform law applicable in all the incorporated and 
unincorporated areas of Palm Beach County, Florida, as autho¬ 
rized by Chapters 125, 162, 395, and 401, Florida Statutes 

SECTION XVI. REPEAL OP LAWS IN CONFLICT 

Any laws or ordinances in conflict with this Ordinance 
in Palm Beach County are hereby repealed to the extent of any 
such conflict. 

SECTION XVII. SEVERABILITY 

If any section, paragraph, sentence, claase, phrase or 
word of this Ordinance is, for any reason, held or declared 
to be unconstitutional, inoperative, or void by a court of 
competent jurisdiction, such holdings shall not affect the 
remainder of this Ordinance 
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SECTION ZVIII. EFFECTIVE DATE 

This Ordinance shall be effective May 1, 1991. 

Approved and Adopted by The Board of County Commission¬ 


ers of Palm Beach County, 


Florida on this 


APR 1 8 1991 

_ day 


of 


, 1991. 




( ! 


J^HN Bj DUN^KtE, CLERK 
Board of County Corrimissioners 

8v ^ 

" DEPUTY CLERK ^ 




PALM b; 
BOARD 


BOUNTY, FLORIDA BY ITS 
lOUNTY^OMMISSIONERS 



Received by the Department of the State of Florida, on 
this, the 26th day of April 1991. 


Acknowledgment by the Department of State of 

Florida, on this 1st day of May _, 1991, and filed in 

the office of the Clerk of the Board of County Commissioners 
of Palm Beach County, Florida. 


APPRO 
AND 

BY: 


AS TO FORM 



..0- . 

STATE OF aORIDA,iCCyUNTY OFPALM BEACh 
I, JOHN B. DUb’KiE. ex^icic'Clerk of tfje 
Board of CountyfCornnriissfoner^'ce^ify this fc 
be a true and coffeciw^of thsbri^al filed in 
my office on (j' —V. 

DATED at West 

JOHN B. DU^E'^ClefC^^ ,. * 



bo\K ©"f- A<i«. 
^b\V>b Afp€*\c(vx , ++'^'1 


CjOvx 0. 

dSS-^qsl. 


Cov~p»<+., 

*^^(4 at 
















